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REPORT: Online debates „Debatology“  
 September 2013 

 
 
Name of event: Online debates „Debatology“ 
Date(s) of event: September 2013 
Location of event: Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina  
Activities (training, seminar, tournament, etc):  
Number of participants: 989 hits, 35 debater responses 
Background of participants (type of school, age, ethnic background (if relevant) etc):  
Participants in Debatology are high school and university students from across BiH and countries of the ex 
Yugoslavia. 
Motions/topics/focus: 
The dispute about the Cyrillic alphabet in Vukovar is in collision with EU values? 
Why the public debate about juvenile delinquency was boycotted? 
Why aren't there any inter-entity visits of students to cultural monuments? 
In some cases minors should be tried as adults? 
Pro and contra the mechanism for temporary suspension of the visa-free regime? 
Diplomacy scandal Lagumdžija – Komšić should be publically condemned by BiH authorities? 
The parents of juvenile offenders should be responsible for their children's offenses? 
 
Describe what happened/what the participants did in a bit more detail:  
During the monthly meeting of Debate News' redaction it was agreed that during the October 7 topics 
dedicated to European integrations and problems with which BiH is faced on its path toward the EU should 
be introduced, in order for young people to offer solutions to the recognized problems through argumented 
dialogue. More details about the process of selecting topics can be found in the October report from the 
meeting. 
The most attractive topic for debaters in September was the topic „The parents of juvenile offenders should 
be responsible for their children's offenses?“ which had 190 hits. One of the goals which European 
Commission set in its work is creating safe and equitable surrounding for children in the EU, through the 
program „Parental responsibility – Community law“ which tried to point out the responsibility of parents for 
their children's upbringing. This program was the inspiration for publishing the topic which provides the option 
of parents' responsibility for their children's offenses. Nine users participated in the argumented discussion, 
and most of them argued that the parents should be responsible for their children's offenses: due to 
obligations given to them by the legislative in family law and material liability established in the obligations 
law. Debaters said that there should be legal analogy and apply parents' responsibility to criminal legislative 
as well. A smaller number of debaters thought that punishing the parents would lead to even greater 
dysfunction in the family, as well as increase in juvenile delinquency, because the offenders would be aware 
of the fact that someone else will be held accountable for their offenses. 
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The second topic which attracted a large attention of the debaters addressed the dispute about Cyrillic 
alphabet in Vukovar. The debaters who affirmed the topic that the dispute about Cyrillic in Vukovar is in 
collision with EU values invoked the fundamental values on which EU resides – equality, prohibition of 
discrimination and protection of human rights and that all that does not support these values is in collision 
with EU. The second group of debaters stated that the street signs must be in official letter of the state, which 
is not Cyrillic, and therefore there is no foundation for the claim that the dispute is contrary to EU values. 
The third most popular topic in September was about the suspension of the visa-free regime in BiH. After the 
number of false asylum seekers was increased together with the undocumented workers in EU countries who 
come from the Balkans, European parliament considered the decision to suspend the visa-free regime for 
countries from the Balkans. Considering that this was one of the most current debates in the Europe, it has 
found its place in Debatology as well. In this debate, participants argued about the plan and not the topic, 
because they were all against the suspension of the visa-free regime. Debaters offered that member 
countries should increase the work inspections, but not to deny other countries their rights. 
The winners of the online debates in September were: In the first week „Macola“, and in the second, third and 
fourth week „Damke“, based on which he gained the title of the best internet debater for September. CCD 
contacted „Damke“ and asked for this contacts in order to provide him with the award, and to present his 
participation in Debatology in an interview. Based on the data provided by him, CCD published on 
Debatology's facebook page that the best internet debater for September is Damir Hodžić, university student 
from Faculty of Economics from Sarajevo. The interview with the best internet debater was published on 
October 22nd 2013, and it is available on the following link: http://studomat.ba/studentske-
novosti/debatologija/16384/ 
Remarkable things (quotes, publicity of the event, impact on participants or public, reception, etc):  
Interview with Damir Hodžić proved that the debate is a skill which is not needed only by students of social 
studies. The fact that Damir is a student of Faculty of Economics helped to break prejudice that the skill of 
argumented speech and culture of communication is needed only by those students in social studies. It 
helped many young people who were afraid to state their opinion because they thought that they are not 
good enough, because their formal education did not give them enough chance for perfecting the skills of 
communication, to become a part of Debatology. Damir said this about the importance of debate for 
university students from Faculty of Economics: „I think that it is not only important for economics’ students to 
form arguments and know how to speak in public, it is necessary for all other young people who are 
educating themselves and preparing for the future. When forming arguments, it is important to be objective 
and decisive. It is important to develop the skill of public speaking and to know how to be critical and self-
critical“. 
Lessons learned (if any):  
Debate influences gaining new knowledge through the research. There is no quality argument without the 
research material, and considering that there is an abundance of topics in which Debatology dealt with during 
September, the participants gained new knowledge about: European legislative in the field of juvenile 
delinquency and programs for rehabilitation of minors, work market in EU countries and fundamental values 
on which the EU resides. The tolerance towards different opinions was strengthened. Debatology promotes 
the culture of communication in the moment when various opinions arise, and not offending like other internet 
forums. Debaters had the opportunity to learn that personal opinion is not allowed in the debate and that only 
the argument based on research can counter the opponents claim. This approach contributes to decrease 
the prejudices among young people, which helps to widen their knowledge and cooperate with those who 
have different opinions with respect to different attitudes through the neutral approach and open mind toward 
the topic. 
Please add 1-3 pictures of the event to the email.  
Please provide a link to any video material or photo albums of the event.  
Topics for September can be found at: http://studomat.ba/forum/index.php/board,383.0.html 
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