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REPORT: Demo Debate and Debate Education „Public Debate in Local Community“ –  
SREDNJA EKONOMSKA ŠKOLA BRČKO 

Name of event: Demo Debate and Debate Education „Public Debate in Local Community“ 
Date(s) of event: November 28th 2013 
Location of event: Brčko, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Activities (training, seminar, tournament, etc): Training 
Number of participants: 57 
Background of participants (type of school, age, ethnic background (if relevant) etc): 

- Students and teachers of Srednja ekonomska škola Brčko 
Motions/topics/focus: BiH needs to fulfill its obligation from the Stabilization and Association Agreement for 
the future of its citizens. 
Describe what happened/what the participants did in a bit more detail:  
The debate was organized in KPP debate style. During the speeches, the affirmative team said that the 
obligations from the SAA should be fulfilled because it represents the progress for BiH. Affirmative team also 
stated that the meeting these obligations is not a goal per se, but that it has its own goal – the prosperity in 
BiH. Negative team said that BiH has more pressing matters to resolve than those imposed by the European 
Union. Both teams provided plans with which they supported the case. Teacher Abdulah Bećirovic made a 
resume after the debate was over, and pointed out that both teams were well prepared for the debate and 
have done and extensive research. He also emphasized that research is one of the most important elements 
of the debate. Without previous thorough research there is no well prepared debate. After that, he underlined 
that research does not only entail browsing the internet, but that it requires polls, interviews with relevant 
experts and corroborations and warrants from library literature. In order to create a good argument, it is 
necessary to corroborate the claim with several various sources. It this way one disables the opponent team 
from setting up the counter argument. 
Remarkable things (quotes, publicity of the event, impact on participants or public, reception, etc):  
The debate was significant due to several of its elements:  

- The topic of the debate is current for the entire BiH 
- Young people are direct participants in the European activity during which they were given an 

opportunity to freely discuss their future – the European Union 
- Brčko District is a separate unique administrative unit of local government under the sovereignty of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. It has its own multiethnic administration, police and justice system. BD is 
much different than the rest of BiH and holding public debate in this local community means a 
progress in which ENTIRE BIH inclines towards the European Union. Unfortunately, BD is often left 
out of the public discussions about the topic of European Union. 

Lessons learned (if any): 
Please add 1-3 pictures of the event to the email.  
Please provide a link to any video material or photo albums of the event.  
Photo: 
https://plus.google.com/photos/113541358515683056572/albums/5955394621113117857?authkey=CPWyn8fW1MqXt
wE 
Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fg6B70-_33Y&feature=youtu.be 
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