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REPORT: Demo Debate and Debate Education „Public Debate in Local Community“ –  
BEHRAM-BEGOVA MEDRESA TUZLA 

 

Name of event: Demo Debate and Debate Education „Public Debate in Local Community“ 
Date(s) of event: October 31st 2013 
Location of event: Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Activities (training, seminar, tournament, etc):  
Number of participants: 47 
Background of participants (type of school, age, ethnic background (if relevant) etc):  

- Students of Behram-begova medresa Tuzla 
- Teachers of Behram-begova medresa Tuzla 
- CCD representative 

Motions/topics/focus: The current profile of BiH politicians can lead us to European Union 
Describe what happened/what the participants did in a bit more detail:  
Teacher and debate coach of Behram-begova medresa from Tuzla, Midhat Ĉaušević, explained the concept of 
education in his introductory speech. He stated that debate format will not be a classic KP format, but it will be quite 
altered, in order for as many participants to be included in the discussion about the debate and elements of the debate. 
The debate was implemented in such manner that two affirmative speakers provided the arguments of the affirmative 
case, and then two negative speakers provided the arguments of the negative case. After that, the captain of the 
debate club, Ismail Ĉidić, asked the audience questions about the topic and arguments presented by the debaters, and 
the participants had the opportunity to ask questions as well. Most of the participants said that both teams had well 
formed arguments, but did not know how to provide the explanations and corroborations. After that, teacher Midhat 
Ĉaušević continued the education about flow sheeting and said that it is one of the most important prerequisites for 
quality assessment of the debate. It is impossible to properly asses the debate without flow sheeting and writing down 
provided arguments. Debaters, who want to be better than their opponents, should also take notes. After this 
explanation, one of the participants in the debate showed his notes taken during the debate and clearly stated all the 
arguments with explanations and corroborations which debaters used in their speeches. Mr. Ĉaušević then 
emphasized that in each debate it is very important to do a comprehensive research, because the arguments and the 
entire debate reside on it. He also said that in the demo debate there was no classic cross examination, but that the 
examination was conducted by the participants who asked the debaters questions. The goal of cross examination is to 
weaken the argumentation line of the opponent team and to refute their arguments. However, in order for judges to 
take cross examination into consideration, information given during the CX must be used in further speeches. If not, the 
judges must disregard the cross examination. After this, the teacher explained the structure of the argument and stated 
that Behram-begova medresa will organize a public debate in the next semester, where KPP debate format will be 
presented with the plan for overcoming the recognized problem. 
Remarkable things (quotes, publicity of the event, impact on participants or public, reception, etc): Ismail Ćidić, 
captain of the debate team said during the education: „Participation in debate club and debate education I gained 
during my school years enables me to gain knowledge in regular classes with more ease and to critically think about 
the facts which are presented by the teachers during classes. Debate makes learning process easier, and it teaches 
public speech, breaking prejudices and gaining self-confidence. One of the biggest advantages of the debate club is 
the possibility of meeting new people and exchange arguments about various topics. This is why I intend to continue 
with the debate after I become an university student.“ 
Lessons learned (if any): Participants were presented with the way of creating arguments and the way to write flow 
sheet. 
Please add 1-3 pictures of the event to the email.  
Please provide a link to any video material or photo albums of the event.  
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