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REPORT 

MEETING OF DEBATOLOGY MODERATORS 

 

Name of event: Online debates „Debatology“ 

Date(s) of event: December 2013 

Location of event: BiH and Southeastern Balkan countries Activities  

Activities (training, seminar, tournament, etc): Internet debating 

Number of participants: 2537 hits, 101 reply 

Background of participants (type of school, age, ethnic background (if relevant) etc):  

Debatology participants are high school and university students from BiH and Ex Yu Countries 

Motions/topics/focus: 

Motions related to the EU or that required creating arguments based on research of best practiced in the EU 

in December were: 

- Sterilization is a better way to reduce the number of stray dogs from euthanasia? 
- Should UK leave the EU? 
- The constitutions of all EU Member States should recognize that marriage is unity of a man and a 

woman? 
- The media should play a central role in the prevention of peer violence in the EU countries? 
- The EU should ban Santa Claus? 
- Was Josip Simunic, Croatian football player, appropriately punished? 

Describe what happened/what the participants did in a bit more detail:  
The most popular motion was related to the future of Great Britain in the EU. With 30 responses, and 324 
visits this motion attracted the greatest attention, and the debaters were divided into two groups. The first 
group considered that the question of the UK's future in the EU should be solved by UK citizens in the 
referendum. Other group of debaters argued that a referendum is not the answer and that Britain could make 
a wrong decision, because the referendum will be accompanied by a media campaign against the EU. This 
could lead to EU membership benefits being ignored. It was reasoned that this is strictly political issue and it 
should remain within the limits of the policy, without interference from the media and the general public . The 
most important conflict in the debate was  whether the wish for a referendum is equal to preference for 
leaving the EU. The largest number of participants argued that these two are interrelated processes and are 
causally linked... 
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The second most popular debate was related to the problem of stray dogs. Choosing between sterilization or 
euthanasia of stray dogs, debaters had to examine examples of good practice in the EU countries and offer 
an appropriate solution to reduce the number of stray dogs in Bosnia and Herzegovina. While a group of 
debaters argued that euthanasia of healthy animals represents a gross violation of animal rights and support 
for their claims sought in legal acts, other group argued that no right is absolute and that stray dogs threaten 
the safety of citizens, which is also a right provided by international instruments. The motion has had 291 
visitors and 25 comments. 
The third motion that has attracted the greatest attention of the participants brought the festive atmosphere at 
Debatology, and participants discussed the banning of Santa Claus in EU. After Austria and Germany 
banned Santa Claus as part of the festive atmosphere, because it is a Coca - Cola advertising product, and 
after years of Santa Claus was banned from Sarajevo’s kindergartens (because the director JU Children of 
Sarajevo - Arzija Mahmutović considered that Santa Claus is part of Christian holidays) - this motion has 
attracted great attention. It is interesting to note that all participants of Debatology were against the ban of 
Santa Claus discussed the problems and plans to overcome the problems in the context of this motion. 
Remarkable things (quotes, publicity of the event, impact on participants or public, reception, etc):  
Best Internet debater in the first two weeks of competition in December was StefanL, Stefan L in the third, 
StefanL in the fourth. Best debater for December was Stefan L. CCD contacted the best internet debater to 
find out his contact details and so CCD could deliver the prize: book, allowance and certificate. CCD 
interviews best monthly debater and that is the indirect promotion of debate and cultural communication. This 
also contributes to increasing the number of visits to Debatology. Interview with StefanL will be released in 
the first week of January of 2014. 
Debatology recorded an increase in the number of comments during December. Number of readings kept 
constant average, but the number of comments has increased.  Young people are encouraged through the 
Internet debates to create their arguments and defend them. 
Lessons learned (if any):  

- Young people are encouraged to openly express their reasoned opinion through Internet debate 
activities; 

- Through several competing debates participants had the opportunity to realize that the debate does 
not necessarily occurs only when participants have diametrically opposing views. Debate is possible 
about identified problems and plans to overcome them. 

- Participants learned the importance of relevant evidence which must be taken from credible sources. 
Several participants in the debate have used material from an unreliable source of information, so 
opponents had no problem refuting their arguments. Other participants realized the importance of 
evidence selection in the debate. 

- The level of tolerance for different opinions was increased, because through debate on sensitive 
topics young people had to respect their opponents and their arguments. 

- Young people learnt about the conditions to enter and exit the EU. Debatology contributed to the 
spread of knowledge about European integration in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

- Participants expanded their knowledge of European legislation and relevant international and 
regional documents in the field of human rights protection. 

Please add 1-3 pictures of the event to the email.  

Please provide a link to any video material or photo albums of the event.  

Motions for December can be found at: http://studomat.ba/forum/index.php/board,373.0.html 


