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REPORT: Online debates „Debatology“  
  August 2013 

 
 
Name of event: Online debates „Debatology“ 
Date(s) of event: August 2013 
Location of event: Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Activities (training, seminar, tournament, etc): Online debate 
Number of participants: 1151 hits, 39 debate speeches 
Background of participants (type of school, age, ethnic background (if relevant) etc):  
Participants in Debatology are high school and university students from across BiH and countries of the ex 
Yugoslavia. 
Motions/topics/focus: 
Is excluding Alen Melunović from Footbal club „Sarajevo“ justified? 
Jumping from the Old Bridge should be prohibited due to the contamination of Neretva river? 
How should the EU react to possible espionage from USA? 
Do you approve the ban of entering the plane to the girl who wore shorts? 
EU should forcefully settle the dispute between Greece and Macedonia about the name? 
Celebrating Eid in bars should be forbidden? 
Sarajevo Film Festival strengthens its quality each year? 
EU should ban its members from electing political extremists in the election? 
Employers should have access to employees' Facebook profiles? 
Shutting down the Greek public TV – cost saving or prohibition of freedom of speech? 
Penalties should be introduced for people who give money to beggars? 
Do public transportation auditors send a negative image of BiH to the tourists? 
Describe what happened/what the participants did in a bit more detail:  
Moderators of Debatology set the approximate topics for online debates in their monthly meetings. The topics 
always address the current events and information in BiH, its surrounding and EU. The selection of topics 
and all agreements in regard to the dynamics in Debatology are enclosed in the report for activity „Meeting 
and Online Debates  - Debatology“. Actuality and the adaptation of topics to young people's needs and 
interests contribute to their regular and active participation.  
When it comes to topics related to EU, in the first week of August, the topic was about the EU's reaction to 
possible espionage from USA, and it attracted the most attention from the debaters, with total of 144 hits. 
The arguments were presented that the only thing EU could have done was to ask for explanation for this 
unacceptable behavior of their partners. On the other side, it was argued that EU's reaction should be strong, 
and it was debated that another topic could be „How should the EU citizens react?“, in order to avoid hearing 
only the attitude of politicians and EU institutions. 
„EU should forcefully settle the dispute between Greece and Macedonia about the name?“ was a topic which 
also aroused great interest from debaters. There were attitudes that forced solution is not a solution, and 
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considering that Macedonia is not EU member, it should not be pressured by EU. It was pointed out that EU 
never used instruments of coercion, but politics of persuasion. It was also stressed that dispute with Greece 
disables Macedonia from progress towards NATO and accession to EU, and it is therefore necessary to 
solve this political problem, but by mutual agreement. 
In the third week, topics regarding the EU was: „EU should ban its members from electing political extremists 
in the election?“ Debate was based on comprehensive research which debaters previously conducted, and 
the following arguments prevailed: 
-  EU should not and cannot ban the members from electing political extremists. EU has no right to 

transfer additional powers of other members to itself without the permission from the members“. 
- EU should not go out of the main area upon which it is based – singe market based on customs union, 

single currency, joint agricultural policy and joint fishing policy. Any interference on EU's part in the 
national policy would cause more damage than help to the members. Therefore, interference with the 
right of choice to the highest political functions would be counterproductive. EU in any case has 
mechanisms to protect the fundamental values on which it is based and can react if the elected 
extremist acts contrary to those principles, but it cannot forbide the right of choice of extremists in the 
elections in Member states.  

The topic for the last week was about the freedom of speech: „Shutting down the Greek public TV – cost 
saving or prohibition of freedom of speech?“ Debaters mostly agreed that this is a form of cost saving, 
considering that it was not prohibited to broadcast information via internet or by borrowed local channels, and 
the main argument was the low rating and small audience of public television. 
The winners of online debates for August were: In the first three weeks „Jovana 5“, and in the fourth user 
„Macola“. The best debater for August was Jovana Tatić from Srbac. CCD contaced the debater who is 
currently a student in Srednjoškolski centar „Petar Kočić“ from Srbac. Amer Musić published the interview 
with the winner on September 5th 2013 on Studomat.ba portal (http://studomat.ba/studentske-
novosti/intervjui/15119/).  
Remarkable things (quotes, publicity of the event, impact on participants or public, reception, etc):  
The winner – debater for the August is Jovana Tatić who had the most and best quality arguments on topics 
in regard to the EU. Miss Tatić is a high school student from Srbac. The importance of her victory for the 
project, and debate program in BiH is that Srbac is from Republic of Srpska, and her activities on 
Studomat.ba portal contribute to bringing together youth from across BiH and breaking ethnical prejudices 
and intolerance. 
Each month, the winner has a chance to be interviewed for Studomat.ba portal, in order to share its 
experience in debating with the others who might not yet decide to debate or are afraid to fail and in this way 
it gives encouragement to the debate engagement of young people. 
In the interview that monthly winner for August, Jovana Tatić gave for Studomat.ba, she said the following: 
„Debate has multiple significance for young people. It teaches them organized way of the exchange of 
opinions which means proper use of one's way of thinking, as well as listening to the others while they speak. 
One of the most important influences of debate is developing critical thinking. It is very important for young 
people to be able to separate the important from not important facts, good from wrong and to be able to think 
and reach critical conclusion about some serious issues. Also, it is very important for young people to have 
the ability and skills to see the problem from other perspectives. Debate influences spreading tolerance 
among young people which is very important for them. Everything connected with the debate influences 
future of young people because they become more mature, more able and more skilled speakers, which is a 
great thing for progress in life“. You can see the interview at the following link:  
http://www.ckdbih.com/dokumenti/Debata%20utice%20na%20sirenje%20tolerancije%20medju%20mladima_STUDOM
AT.pdf 
Lessons learned (if any):  
Debatology became a global high school and university students' trend even in its first months, and it 
represents a place where young people can speak their minds without the fear of being judged, but with 
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obligation to use arguments to support any stated claim. In Debatology, they also seek advice from each 
others, how to find quality content which can be used in their educational process. Young people from across 
BiH are debating together with the debaters from ex Yugoslavia, which is proven by the fact that some of the 
winners for previous months were not from BiH. 
The interest for debating is shown by young people of various profiles: high school students, university 
students, employed young people. This information shows that exchange of arguments in online debates 
attract more than one target group.  
Young people suggested additional topic for Debatology. 
Young people are not attracted to strictly political topics which cannot be applied in BiH. 
 
Please add 1-3 pictures of the event to the email.  
Please provide a link to any video material or photo albums of the event.  
 
Topics for August can also be seen at:  
http://studomat.ba/forum/index.php?board=383.0 
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